
Dear Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

On Tuesday night the Elder met for several hours to talk and pray through whether to re-gather as a whole body. What 

made this option even possible was the state guidelines that allow for what is called disaggregation. Disaggregation is 

where groups of 50 or less can be in the same building if there are separate entrances and enough space to social distance. 

Our church has three such areas, the Sanctuary, the Fellowship Hall and the Adult SS classroom. Thus the elders feel that 

we can safely gather back together in one service in different parts of the building while staying within the guidelines 

given. This we will re-gather in this way beginning July 12th at 10:30! 

However, in order to accommodate as many people as possible with different conscientious convictions regarding masks 

and singing, the elders are recommending the following: 

• The sanctuary and the fellowship hall will be designated mask optional and singing areas. By that we mean that 

while people entering and exiting must still wear a mask, once in that area we leave it up to the individual whether 

to keep the mask on or not. These areas will also be for people that are comfortable with singing. Both the 

sanctuary and fellowship hall must be accessed by separate entrances, thus, the main sanctuary by the front green 

doors and the fellowship hall by the side entrance accessed by the sidewalk to the left of the building. Please enter 

and exit through those two doors only. 

• The Adult Sunday School room will be designated mask required and non-singing. This area is set aside exclusively 

for people who would like to wear a mask throughout the entire service and refrain from singing at this time. 

There will be no exceptions in this room. We want those who would like to return to worship wearing a mask and 

refrain from singing to feel comfortable and welcome. Access to this area will be through the side door to the right 

of the building near the pastor’s office.  

The worship service will be livestreamed into both in the fellowship hall and the in the adult Sunday School room. 

While this allows for the SWHCC to gather as a body on Sunday mornings once again, the elders realize that not everyone 

is comfortable being in larger gatherings quite yet so let your conscience be your guide. 

If the state changes its guidelines in any direction, we will revisit our decision at that time and make adjustments as 

needed. As always, please wear a mask when entering and exiting the building no matter what area you are in and be 

aware of social distancing six feet. 

One last comment regarding what we are doing spiritually. The elders discussed at length the temptation of our flesh to 

use this separation as an opportunity to create divisions and resentments even within the body. It would be all too easy 

for divisions in our heart to begin around those that wear masks and those that don’t, those that sing and those that don’t, 

and even those who are in the back room and those who are in the sanctuary. Although it sounds almost ridiculous to 

read (and write!), our sinful nature with the prompting of the evil one is always tempted in directions such as these. We 

must remember what Paul wrote the Galatian church as they faced differing opinions on permissible subjects;  

“For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, 

but through love serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another.” 

(Gal 5:13-15) 

We must remember that people have different conscientious convictions regarding Covid-19. Although we are within the 

state guidelines in doing what we are, there are strong opinions that span the spectrum. We must work harder than ever 

to love each other and leave room for differences here. Keep a close eye on your heart as we begin to re-gather so that 

we do not participate in, as one writer coined it, Christian cannibalism. 

The livestream will continue for the foreseeable future for those who would rather not be among larger gatherings. 

However, the elders would like to encourage you not to use the livestream for convenience sake. Hebrews 10:25 tells us 

‘not to neglect meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encourage one another all the more as you see the 



Day drawing near.’ If you are both willing and able to attend the worship service in person, we would encourage you to 

do so. 

So in conclusion my dear ones, praise God! We are making another move toward doing what we were saved to do (Ex 

7:16, 8:1, 9:13, etc.), which is worship the living God. I truly look forward to being with you all again not only this week, 

but on July 12th and be praying that it will be a joyous reunion as the body of Christ that we call Southwest Harbor 

Congregational Church. 

Yours in Christ always, 

The elders 


